). Baldwin's pamphlet, which was widely reprinted in the appendices of these congressional hearings on adolescent pregnancy, is a very balanced and thoughtful summary and analysis of the trends (1976) . Unfortunately, very few of the congressmen or their staffs used this publication as the basis for their own analysis--even though Wendy Baldwin also testified at most of these hearings. Most of the congressmen and their staffs had already accepted the notion of an &dquo;epidemic&dquo; and almost all of the witnesses reinforced that idea-both in the hearings and in private meetings. One (Williams, 1977) . Critics also point out that these early marriages are much more likely to break-up than later ones-thus negating any possible advantages of an early marriage (Weeks, 1976) . But Resources, 1978:44, 95, 97-98, 102 (Jeckel, 1977 (1977, 1978a, 1978b ) (see Figure 4) . (Westoff and Ryder, 1977 Reed, 1978; Dienes, 1972; Vinovskis, Jones, and New, 1974; and Gordon, 1976. (Wattenberg, 1978:392 (Rosoff, 1978 37 The data used in the publication generally are accurate; in fact, the general decline in fertility among older teenagers is graphed and discussed, and the stability of fertility among younger teenagers is acknowledged (Alan Guttmacher Institute, 1976:12 ).
Yet the overall image portrayed by this booklet and reinforced in other publications is that we have an "epidemic" of adolescent pregnancies.
A Population, 1978a:305-314, 318-322. (1977, 1978a, 1978b (1973) with the analysis of the politics of child care in Steiner's book (1976) . Similarly, though Linda Gordon's book is very provocative, it certainly does not provide a very careful or balanced understanding of the complexities of efforts to develop family planning programs in this country (1976) . Chilman, 1979:48 (Chilman, 1979:48 Elder, , 1978a Elder, , 1978b Vinovskis, 1977; Hareven, 1978a Hareven, , 1978b 47 Under certain assumptions, one can make some inferences about life course events from crosssectional data, but the process is difficult and hazardous&mdash;particularly during periods of rapid change. For a discussion of these problems, see Vinovskis, 1977; Baltes, 1968. (Chilman, 1979:90) Vinovskis, 1975, 1978 Smith, 1972 . For a general critique of American historical demography, see In addition to answering such fundamental questions as the levels of adolescent childbearing in the past, we also need to consider the reactions to it. Was (Mason, Vinovskis, and Hareven, 1978 (Laslett, Oosterveen, and Smith, 1980 (Mohr, 1978) These are only a few of the many interesting and useful issues that might be considered by historians analyzing adolescent pregnancy in the past. Since 
